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Global Engagement

February 2018, Global News
Teaching, Learning and Educational
Studies professors awarded grant to
implement Michigan STARTALK Chinese
teacher and student academies

Dr. Moi Mooi Lew

Dr. James Muchmore

Dr. Regena Nelson

Feb. 1, 2018
KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Dr. Moi Mooi Lew, faculty specialist I, social-cultural studies unit in
the Teaching, Learning and Educational Studies department, Dr. James Muchmore, associate

chair of the department and professor of socio-cultural studies, and Dr. Regena Nelson, chair of
the department and professor of early childhood in the College of Education and Human
Development at Western Michigan University, have received a $112,458 STARTALK grant to
implement Chinese teacher and student academies.
The teacher academy will include both online and intensive face-to-face learning that will
support fifteen current and future Chinese teachers. The student academy will provide a fourweek long linguistically and culturally enriched learning experience to fifty students in grades 612 in the Kalamazoo area. The program will take place during the summer of 2018.
Principal investigator, Dr. Lew, has more than twenty-five years of experience teaching Chinese
in K-12 classrooms, and more than seven years of experience supervising and mentoring Chinese
teachers’ practicums in K-12 classrooms and conducting professional development workshops to
in-service teachers. Dr. Lew participated in a STARTALK teacher program in Maryland and has
visited several other STARTALK sites around the country.
Dr. Muchmore (Co-PI) and Dr. Nelson (Co-PI) each have over twenty years of experience as
teacher educators at WMU and have worked with local schools to prepare hundreds of teachers.
STARTALK’s mission is, “to increase the number of U.S. citizens learning, speaking, and
teaching critical need foreign languages. STARTALK offers students (K-16) and teachers of
these languages creative and engaging summer experiences that strive to exemplify best practices
in language education and in language teacher development.”

Author, film critic and New Yorker staff
member David Denby to visit campus
CONTACT: CHERYL ROLAND
FEBRUARY 2, 2018 | WMU NEWS

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—The abandonment of truth and the impact of ideology on public
discourse will be the focus Thursday, Feb. 8, when author, film critic and New Yorker staff
member David Denby speaks at Western Michigan University.
"The Humanities in the Age of Demagoguery" is the title of Denby's free, public talk at 7 p.m. in
3508 Knauss Hall on WMU's main campus. Denby will explore the current environment and
examine how the humanities and serious reading at all levels of education can counteract
political opportunism in discourse.
The event is jointly sponsored by WMU's Center for the Humanities and its Center for the Study
of Ethics in Society.

Denby

DENBY
Denby, a New York native, is a graduate of the Columbia Journalism School and the
communication program at Stanford University. He was a movie critic for 45 years for such
publications as The Atlantic, New York Magazine and The New Yorker. He is the author of a
number of books, including "Lit Up," which is being used at WMU this spring as a reading for
one of University's Book Clubs on Ethics.
"Lit Up: One Reporter, Three Schools, Twenty-Four Books That Can Change Lives" examines
the value of reading and how young people learn to love serious reading in this age of
technology. In it, he explores education and the ethics of reading by observing today's high
school English classrooms. Denby’s book offers a narrative of discovery and, in his words, "a
small demonstration...of why literature should be central to the moral, spiritual and pleasurable
life of young people."
The Denby lecture at WMU is part of the Center for the Study of Ethics in Society Spring 2018
Lecture Series and the Center for Humanities' Promise of Education Speaker Series.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

$500 CASH PRIZE FOR WINNER OF TOBACCO FREE PSA VIDEO
CONTEST

February 6, 2018
KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Student film makers have the opportunity to create and submit
their very own tobacco free public service announcement for the chance to win a $500
WMU Bookstore gift card, along with having their video shown at various Western
Michigan University hosted athletic events, and the chance to present the video to
President Edward Montgomery and his cabinet.
The video submissions should educate students, faculty, and staff about the WMU
tobacco free policy, and remind them of their duty to uphold it. Videos should be a
maximum of 30 seconds, and are due to Western Student Association Vice President
Logan R. Brown by Feb. 18 at 11:59 p.m. This contest is sponsored by the Western
Student Association, Graduate Student Association, Faculty Senate, WMU Athletics,
and the Office of the President. Read more.

RESEARCH BRIEFINGS IN GLOBAL STUDIES TO BEGIN THIS
FEBRUARY

The series will kick off on Feb. 22 with Alissa Perkins

February 6, 2018

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—The global and international studies program is giving Western
Michigan University faculty a platform to discuss their research during a series of
briefings on global topics this spring semester.
The sessions will cover topics such as: "Diversity in Cities: Past and Present" on Feb.
22 with Alisa Perkins and James Palitessa, "Telling Migration Stories" on March 21 with
Ann Miles and Susan Pozo, and "Interviews in Fieldwork" on April 4 with Chien-Juh Gu
and Greg Veeck. The purpose of these research briefings is to build cross-disciplinary
research connections among faculty members though out the university.
The research briefings will be held in 3025 Brown Hall. Read more.

Event highlights teaching, research,
diversity and engagement
CONTACT: DEANNE PUCA
FEBRUARY 6, 2018 | WMU NEWS

WMU's Fetzer Center

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Western Michigan University's "Spring Convocation: Recognition of
Discovery, Diversity and Global Engagement" will take place Friday, Feb. 23, at the Fetzer
Center and include remarks by Lt. Gov. Brian Calley and state Sen. Margaret O'Brien during
two symposia.
The annual spring gathering will include events from Extended University Programs, the
Haenicke Institute for Global Education, the Office of Diversity and Inclusion, and the Office of
the Vice President for Research. They include Discovery Symposia, professional development
workshops, a recognition luncheon, and convocation and awards, followed by a Gold Gathering
reception. Other sponsors include the Office of the President and Office of the Provost and Vice
President for Academic Affairs.

EVENTS
A Fulbright workshop for faculty and administrators runs from 9 to 10:30 a.m. in 1030 Fetzer
Center. Another morning session from 9 to 11:30 a.m. features two Discovery Symposia, one on
autism and another on mobility, running simultaneously. Calley and O'Brien will make opening
and closing remarks at this time.
Extended University Program will hold virtual and augmented reality demonstrations in Room
1060 from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
WMU's Emerging Scholar for 2017, Dr. Gellert Mezei, associate professor of chemistry, will
speak at 1:15 p.m. on "Bioinspired Anion Binding by Nanojars."
Presentations by Distinguished Faculty Scholar awardees for 2017 will follow and include:




1:50 p.m., Dr. Thomas Gorczyca, "Atomic Physics in X-ray Astrophysics"
2:25 p.m., Dr. Victor Cunrui Xiong, "Heavenly Khan: The Story of Li Shimin"
3 p.m., Dr. Ping Zhang, "A Problem in Graph Theory and Its Curious History"

All talks will be held in in the Fetzer Center's Putney Auditorium.

AWARDS
An award presentation will begin at 3:45 p.m. in the Kirsch Auditorium. Award recipients in the
following categories will be honored.
Extended University Programs





Innovative Teaching Award—Lori Brown, associate professor of aviation sciences
Innovative Teaching Award—Drs. Chad and Autumn Edwards, both professors of
communication
Community Engagement Award—Nancy Hock, faculty clinical specialist for
occupational therapy
Community Engagement Award—Dr. Matt Reeves, associate professor of geological
and environmental sciences

Office of Diversity and Inclusion





Excellence in Diversity Award—Dr. Donna Talbot, chair and professor of educational
leadership, research and technology
Trailblazers for Diversity Award—Marcy Peake, director of Diversity and Community Outreach
Initiatives in the College of Education and Human Development and a faculty member in the
Department of Family and Consumer Sciences
Rising Star in Diversity Award—Dawnielle Simmons, graduate student representative on the
College of Education and Human Development Inclusion and Diversity Committee, as well as
one of the creators of the Student Assembly for Racial Equity and Cultural Inclusion, a registered
student organization at WMU

Haenicke Institute for Global Education, Global Engagement Awards



Dr. Jennifer Harrison, associate professor of social work
Barbara Caras-Tomczak, associate director of Student Support and Global Business Center in
the Haworth College of Business

Office of the Vice President for Research Distinguished Research and Creative
Scholarship Awards





Dr. Wendy Beane, associate professor of biological sciences
Dr. Elena Litvinova, associate professor of physics
Dr. Fahad Saeed, assistant professor of computer science
Drs. Patricia Reeves, associate professor of educational leadership, research and technology,
and Jianping Shen, the John E. Sandberg Professor of Education and the Gwen Frostic Endowed
Chair for Research and Innovation in education leadership, research and technology

WMU President Edward Montgomery will make closing remarks for the event. A Gold
Gathering reception with appetizers and a cash bar will follow in the Fetzer Center lobby until
6 p.m.
For more information about the day's activities, visit wmich.edu/research/spring-convocation2018.
For more news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.
Related article
Explorations of WMU research on autism, mobility open to public | Feb. 20, 2018

Student contest part of MLK academy's
50th-anniversary celebration
CONTACT: JEANNE BARON
FEBRUARY 12, 2018 | WMU NEWS

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—One of Western Michigan University's longest-running academic
support programs, the Martin Luther King Jr. Student Scholars Academy, is celebrating its
50th anniversary.
Students were instrumental in founding the MLK Academy, and now students are playing a role
in publicizing and commemorating the academy's semicentennial.
All undergraduate and graduate students are invited to compete to design a serigraphy/screenprint poster that commemorates the anniversary. The flyer announcing the competition already
has been created by Collin Keener, a senior from Grass Lake majoring in marketing.
MLK Academy officials are staging various celebratory events this calendar year to mark
reaching the midcentury milestone. These events will culminate with a banquet for the program's
alumni and friends that will take place during WMU's 2018 homecoming day festivities.

DESIGN COMPETITION

Anniversary logo

Only students may enter the serigraphy/screen-print poster competition. Entries must be
submitted by 4 p.m. Monday, March 12, and must:





Be an original design.
Include the official MLK 50th-celebration logo.
Include the words "homecoming 2018."

The winning student will be notified by Friday, March 30, and will receive a pair of Beats
headphones as well as be acknowledged as part of the MLK Academy committee that will be
making a presentation at the WMU Board of Trustees meeting in April. The winning design will
be on the commemorative poster that will be given as a memento to those who register for and
attend the homecoming day banquet.
To make a design submission or obtain more competition information, contact Sue Murray in
the Division of Multicultural Affairs at sue.murray@wmich.edu or (269) 387-3323.

MLK ACADEMY
The Martin Luther King Jr. Student Scholars Academy has the capacity to serve 200 participants
in any given year. The program provides academic, social, and professional development support
and services to participants from their first year at WMU through graduation. Participants also
receive an MLK GOLD Scholarship, annually valued at $8,000.
The program is housed in the Division of Multicultural Affairs and named in honor of the late
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. It began in 1968 as an offshoot of work done by a group of young
black students—the Black Action Movement—and is the forerunner of similar programs now
offered at many other U.S. colleges and universities. A $194,000 grant from the Kellogg
Foundation and donations from friends of the University initially helped get the program off the
ground.
For more about the MLK Academy, visit wmich.edu/mlkacademy. Keep checking WMU's
events calendar at wmich.edu/eventsto learn the date for homecoming day, as the fall 2018
football schedule has yet to be announced.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

WMU's Heritage Hall renovation earns
prestigious global engineering award
CONTACT: CHERYL ROLAND
FEBRUARY 13, 2018 | WMU NEWS

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—The renovation of Western Michigan University's historic Heritage
Hall has been recognized by ASHRAE, a global society of building engineers, to receive the
organization's 2018 Award of Engineering Excellence, an honor bestowed upon international
building projects only five times over the past 30 years.

Rumohr, center, and WMU Director of Engineering John Seelman accept the 2018 Award of Engineering
Excellence from ASHRAE President Bjarne Olesen, left.

At an annual meeting in Chicago in January, ASHRAE named two engineers from West
Michigan-based architecture and engineering firm, TowerPinkster, to be recipients of the top
engineering award for their work in renovating the birthplace of the University. The two
engineers—Jonathan Rumohr and Jesse Hendershot—are both WMU alumni and played
critical roles as their company transformed the facility, originally opened in 1905, into its new
role as the University's Heritage Hall Alumni Center.
ASHRAE created the Award of Engineering Excellence in 1989 to recognize a first-place winner
of its Technology Award competition for outstanding application of innovative design and
effective energy utilization. The recipient of the Award of Engineering Excellence must have
demonstrated the best overall compliance with the judging criteria and be recognized as having
gone above and beyond the judging panel's expectations. The Heritage Hall honor marks only the
fifth time the award has been presented, with the last previous presentation made in 2014.
Bjorn Green, president and CEO of TowerPinkster, noted, "The University is very forward
thinking and holds high standards for energy efficiency and sustainability. WMU leaders
presented their vision of turning the oldest, most inefficient building on campus into the highest
performing building while maintaining its historic character. Our team brought their vision to
life. It is a truly remarkable transformation. Jon, Jesse, and the entire team’s design efforts were
recognized above all entries around the world, bringing global attention to Heritage Hall and to
WMU."
Heritage Hall underwent a 16-month renovation, reopening in October 2015. Renovation efforts
transformed the original building from being the least energy efficient facility on campus to one
of the most efficient and environmentally sophisticated buildings in Southwest Michigan. Before
its renovation, the 53,000-square-foot Heritage Hall had no insulation or central cooling and
utilized campus steam for heating. A series of chimneys throughout the building functioned only
to permit fresh air to circulate.

Today, the facility is heated and cooled by 56 geothermal wells using 50 percent less energy than
more traditionally heated and cooled buildings. In addition, 100 percent of ventilation air goes
through a heat-recovery unit. Energy efficient LED lighting was also installed leading to a 60
percent reduction in energy used for lighting. The renovation, which was acknowledged last year
with LEED Platinum status, has been lauded with a number of other awards, including a 2016
Michigan Governor's Energy Excellence Award.
ASHRAE, founded in 1894, is a global society with 56,000 members in 132 countries dedicated
to advancing human well-being through sustainable technology for the built environment. Doing
business as ASHRAE since 2012, the organization grew out of the 1959 merger of two decadesold societies—the American Society of Heating and Air-Conditioning Engineers, founded in
1894, and the American Society of Refrigerating Engineers, founded in 1904.

Western Herald editor wins prestigious
national journalism fellowship
CONTACT: CHERYL ROLAND
FEBRUARY 13, 2018 | WMU NEWS

Kedziorek

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Elissa C. Kedziorek, editor-in-chief of Western Michigan University's
student newspaper, the Western Herald, will head to Washington, D.C., in mid-March as the
2018 Michigan Fellow for the National Newspaper Association's News Fellows Program.
Kedziorek, a junior journalism major from Tecumseh, is one of just eight young journalists from
across the nation selected for the association's fellows program that is now in its sixth year. It is
designed to match the journalism fellows with seasoned mentors while they conduct research and
develop news literacy skills by looking at issues from a community newspaper perspective.
Kedziorek's fellowship is sponsored by the Michigan Press Association and includes an allexpense-paid trip to Washington March 16-18. The trip will include Capitol Hill meetings with
elected officials and staff members as well as a reception and dinner at the National Press Club
and lunch with the National Newspaper Association's Board of Directors.
This year's topic revolves around the need for citizens to reach across the political spectrum for
discussions about America's direction. "Red State, Blue State, What a State of Affairs" is the
theme selected for the 2018 fellows. Kedziorek says she's not sure what to expect but is excited
about the potential, given the past year of upheaval and political climate change in Washington.
"I want to know from people in D.C. what it's like to be in such close proximity to all these
changes," she says. "I want to know how it impacts their real lives."
By mid-April, fellows are each expected to produce a story for local audiences that reflects the
theme and the writers' understanding of the divisions in America. Their work will become
eligible for distribution by the National Newspaper Association. The piece produced by
Kedziorek also will be made available through the Michigan Press Association to news outlets
around the state.
Kedziorek was selected as a fellow after applying and submitting a 300-word essay about what
she would do with the opportunity.

"I didn't really expect to be chosen, and I was very honest in laying out my plan," she says. "I see
and read about the controversies and hear about 'fake news,' but I don't have a chance to get
reactions from real people. This opportunity will help me do that."
Kedziorek, a 2015 graduate of Tecumseh High School, has been a staff member on WMU's
Western Herald since her freshman year. This spring, in addition to serving as editor-in-chief,
she is completing a 10-week internship with WOOD-TV, an NBC affiliate based in Grand
Rapids.

WMU to host a free Chinese New Year
Gala
CONTACT: KOREY FORCE
FEBRUARY 14, 2018 | WMU NEWS

A Kalamazoo student practices the Chinese calligraphy he learned from the Confucius Institute at WMU.

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—The Confucius Institute at Western Michigan University will host a
New Year's Gala from 3 to 6 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 17, in the Bernhard Center East Ballroom to
celebrate the upcoming Year of the Dog in the Kalamazoo community. The event is free and
open to the public.
The Chinese New Year, also known as the Spring Festival, is one of the biggest celebrations in China and
many Asian countries.
The gala features live entertainment including songs, dances, poetry recitals, martial arts and folk music,
all performed by instructors and students in Confucius Institute language programs. These language
programs include students from Kalamazoo Central High School, Loy Norrix High School, the
Kalamazoo Chinese Academy and Gagie School.

Global engagement is one of the three pillars at WMU, and Dr. Ying Zeng, director of the Confucius
Institute, wants the New Year's Gala to show the Kalamazoo and WMU community the local
opportunities available to be globally engaged.

The gala will feature live entertainment by Confucius Institute instructors and students.

"The Chinese New Year's Gala and other events that introduce cultures from around the world provide an
excellent opportunity for students and community members to discover more about the world around
them. It also serves to introduce students and community members to the many opportunities that exist
right here in Kalamazoo to learn more about Chinese culture, both abroad and here in Michigan," Zeng
said.
Along with the live entertainment, the gala will include children's games and activities such as a painting
contest and the Game of Chopsticks. Traditional dishes including dumplings, springs rolls and sesame
rice balls will offer guests a taste of Chinese cuisine.
The Confucius Institute at WMU works to expand international opportunities for students and faculty on
WMU's campus and the Kalamazoo community. In addition to the New Year's Gala, it offers Chinese
language and cultural studies classes for the local community.

YEAR OF THE DOG
The date for the Chinese New Year fluctuates based on the lunar calendar for each year, this year falling
on Feb. 16. Last appearing in 2006, the dog is one of the animals that appears on the 12-year-cycle from
the Chinese zodiac. The Earthly branch is associated with the Year of the Dog in Chinese culture.

THE CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE AT WMU
A nonprofit organization, the Confucius Institute at WMU is designed to bring an authentic Chinese
perspective to the University and the Kalamazoo area. It was established in 2009 through a partnership

with Beijing Language and Culture University, and is the fourth such institution in Michigan and the 61st
founded in the United States.
This on-campus institute is supported with funding from the Hanban that is matched by WMU. In
addition, Beijing Language and Culture University annually provides teachers who are trained in teaching
Chinese as a foreign language and conducting cultural courses.

To learn more about the Confucius Institute at WMU, visit wmuconfucius.org.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

Life cycle and social impact assessment
expert to speak at WMU
CONTACT: ANNE COPELAND
FEBRUARY 20, 2018 | WMU NEWS

Norris

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Developing methods to account for the positive effects of individual
and corporate sustainability efforts—and not just the harms being caused—is the topic of a free
lecture at Western Michigan University Thursday, March 15.
Update March 9, 2018: Dr. Gregory Norris’ visit, originally scheduled for Thursday, March 15,
has been canceled.
Dr. Gregory Norris, of Harvard University's T.H. Chan School of Public Health, will speak on
"NetPositive Enterprise: A New Form of Accounting for Achieving Well-Being Societies,
Sustainable Economic Development, and the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals,"
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in 1910 Sangren Hall. Free parking will be available in Parking Lot 41,
behind Sangren Hall.

NORRIS
An internationally acclaimed expert on life cycle and social impact assessment, Norris co-directs
the Sustainability and Health Initiative for NetPositive Enterprise, or SHINE, at Harvard's
School of Public Health. He goes beyond traditional assessment to also consider social impacts,
both positive and negative. He is also chief scientist with the International Living Future
Institute, with programs including the Living Building Challenge, the Living Product Challenge
and the Living Community Challenge. These programs point the way to restorative futures in
which buildings, products, organizations and people give more than they take.
He is the founder of New Earth, a nonprofit institute that develops technologies to help citizens
across the globe drive sustainable development from the bottom up. Its projects include the
Social Hot Spots Database, a transparent data source on supply-chain impacts and opportunities
for improving human rights, working conditions, community and other social impacts, and
Handprinter, which helps people take actions that compensate for their environmental and social
footprints at home and the workplace. Norris' mantra is, "Don't let the good that you do be
constrained by the harm you're now causing."
Norris' visit is sponsored by WMU's Office for Sustainability in collaboration with the Center for
Sustainable Business Practices and the Haworth College of Business.
For more information, visit wmich.edu/sustainability/events/netpositive or contact the Office
for Sustainability at (269) 387-0943.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

Take advantage of global engagement
opportunities in March
CONTACT: KOREY FORCE
FEBRUARY 20, 2018 | WMU NEWS

Take a trip around the world without leaving Michigan by attending the 29th annual International Festival,
which features international food, dance, dress and culture.

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Western Michigan University and the extended Kalamazoo community
will offer numerous global engagement opportunities in March. Highlights include the 29th
annual International Festival, musical performances, lectures and global briefings.
Opportunities to get globally engaged are published weekly at wmich.edu/global/events by
WMU's Haenicke Institute for Global Education.
SIGN UP FOR A WEEKLY UPDATE

MARCH 2018 OPPORTUNITIES
Thursday, March 1




CELCIS conversation circle (women only)—2 to 3 p.m. in the Bernhard Center Bronco Global
Lounge, hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join
students learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to
the public.
"Dolores" film screening—5 p.m. at the Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership, 205
Monroe St., Kalamazoo, presented by the Arcus Center for Social Justice Leadership. The film
looks at the life of Dolores Huerta, who tirelessly led the fight for racial and labor justice,
becoming one of the most defiant feminists of the 20th century. Free and open to the public.

Tuesday, March 6


Basic Tibetan Buddhist Principles class—7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Western Michigan Jewel Heart,
People's Church, Room 9, 1758 N 10th St., Kalamazoo, hosted by Jewel Heart. This eight-week
course examines the relevance of ancient Buddhism in the present day. The course costs $40 and
is free for Jewel Heart members. Open to the public.

Saturday, March 10


Japan Twang: Tsugaru-Jamisen with Sato Michiyoshi performance—3 to 4 p.m. at the
Kalamazoo Public Library, 315 S Rose St., Kalamazoo, hosted by the Kalamazoo Public Library.
Enjoy the music of Japanese Tsugaru-Jamisen with the talented Sato Michiyoshi. Sato's
performances include everything from traditional folk songs to modern compositions and are
accessible to listeners of all ages. Doors open at 2:30 p.m., and seating is limited. Free and open
to the public.

Monday, March 12




CELCIS conversation circle—2 to 3 p.m. in the fourth-floor reception area of Ellsworth Hall,
hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join students
learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to the
public.
Sato Michiyoshi Shamisen concert—7:30 p.m. in the Dalton Center Lecture Hall, hosted by the
School of Music and the Soga Japan Center of WMU. Hear virtuoso Sato Michiyoshi on his
second world tour performing on the three-stringed Japanese banjo called the "shamisen." Free
and open to the public.

Tuesday, March 13






International Ladies Sports Club—2 to 3 p.m. at the Student Recreation Center, hosted by
International Student Activities. Bond with women from all over the world through sports and
exercise. Free and open to all women in the community.
CELCIS conversation circle—2 to 3 p.m. in the Bernhard Center Bronco Global Lounge, hosted
by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join students learning
English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to the public.
"Homelessness: How it Impacts Families and Children" talk—7 to 8:30 p.m. at Kalamazoo
Loaves and Fishes Warehouse, 901 Portage St., Kalamazoo, hosted by Kalamazoo Public
Library. Learn from local educators, service providers, and people who experienced homelessness
about surviving housing insecurity; moderated by Monica Poucher and Cyekeia Lee. Free and
open to the public.

Wednesday, March 14


CELCIS conversation circle—2 to 3 p.m. in the fourth-floor reception area of Ellsworth Hall,
hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join students
learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to the
public.

Thursday, March 15


CELCIS conversation circle (women only)—2 to 3 p.m. in the Bernhard Center Bronco Global
Lounge, hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join
students learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to
the public.

Friday, March 16






"The Politics of Climate Change" lecture—11 a.m. to noon at the Fountains at Bronson Place,
1700 Bronson Way, Kalamazoo, hosted by the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute. The lecture will
be given by Dr. Denise Keele, associate professor of political science and environmental and
sustainability studies. Registration is $30 for lecture series; open to the public.
"More Disasters or a More Sustainable Future? Challenges and Opportunities of Climate
Change" geography colloquium—3 to 4 p.m. at 2119 Wood Hall, hosted by the Department of
Geography. This colloquium features Dr. Carol Harden, professor emerita of geography at the
University of Tennessee. Free and open to the public.
Real Talk Diversity Series: "Systemic Change at WMU"—6 to 8 p.m. in the Trimpe Building
Multicultural Center, hosted by the Office of Diversity and Inclusion. WMU students, staff and
faculty who have advocated for and directly affected systemic change at WMU will discuss their
efforts, including successes and barriers. Free and open to the public.

Sunday, March 18


Women Artists in the KIA Collection public tour—2 to 3 p.m. in the Kalamazoo Institute of
Arts galleries, 314 S Park St., Kalamazoo, hosted by the KIA. Explore the KIA's collection of art
featuring women artists on a docent-led tour. Free and open to the public.

Monday, March 19






CELCIS conversation circle—2 to 3 p.m. in the fourth-floor reception area of Ellsworth Hall,
hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join students
learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to the
public.
"Education and Equality" book club—6 p.m. in 4267 Health and Human Services Building,
hosted by the Center for the Study of Ethics in Society. Join Kathy Purnell, an instructor in the
Department of Political Science, to discuss Danielle Allen's book based on a series of lectures
about education's purpose with a special guest each week. Must register by Monday, March 12;
book free to first 10 people who register.
"America Divided" film festival—7 to 9 p.m. at the Bernhard Center North Ballroom, hosted by
the Walker Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations, FemiNOW, FOCUS Kalamazoo,
and Sincerely From. Attend a film festival focusing on inequality in everyday lives with
"Something in the Water" a movie about the Flint water crisis. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.; free and
open to the public.

Tuesday, March 20


CELCIS conversation circle—2 to 3 p.m. in the Bernhard Center Bronco Global Lounge, hosted
by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join students learning
English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to the public.

Wednesday, March 21




CELCIS conversation circle—2 to 3 p.m. in the fourth-floor reception area of Ellsworth Hall,
hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join students
learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to the
public.
"Telling Migration Stories" research briefing in global studies—4 to 5 p.m. in 3025 Brown
Hall, hosted by the Global and International Studies Program. This talk features Ann Miles and
Susan Pozo. Free and open to the public.

Thursday, March 22




CELCIS conversation circle (women only)—2 to 3 p.m. in the Bernhard Center Bronco Global
Lounge, hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join
students learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to
the public.
"Education Reform and the Promise of Public Education" humanities speaker series—7 to
9 p.m. at the Dalton Center Recital Hall, hosted by the University Center for the Humanities. The
presentation will be given by Diane Ravitch, a research professor at New York University's
Steinhardt School of Culture, Education, and Human Development. Free and open to the public.

Sunday, March 25


29th annual International Festival—on the second floor of the Bernhard Center, hosted by
International Student Activities and various registered student organizations. Take a trip around
the world without leaving Michigan by attending the 29th Annual International Festival which

features food, dance, dress and culture from around the world. Free and open to the public;
nominal charge for food.

Monday, March 26




CELCIS conversation circle—2 to 3 p.m. in the fourth-floor reception area of Ellsworth Hall,
hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join students
learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to the
public.
"Education and Equality" book club—6 p.m. in 4267 Health and Human Services Building,
hosted by the Center for the Study of Ethics in Society. Join Kathy Purnell, an instructor in the
Department of Political Science, discuss Danielle Allen's book based on a series of lectures about
education's purpose with a special guest each week. Must register by Monday, March 12; book
free to first 10 people who register.

Tuesday, March 27




International Ladies Sports Club—2 to 3 p.m. at the Student Recreation Center, hosted by
International Student Activities. Bond with women from all over the world through sports and
exercise. Free and open to all women in the community.
CELCIS conversation circle—2 to 3 p.m. in the Bernhard Center Bronco Global Lounge, hosted
by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join students learning
English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to the public.

Wednesday, March 28




"Institutions, Structures and Policy Paradigms in Sub-Saharan Africa: Toward
Understanding Inequality" lecture—noon to 1:15 p.m. in 2028 Brown Hall, hosted by the
Department of Economics. The lecture will be given by Howard Stein, professor of AfroAmerican and African Studies and epidemiology in the School of Public Health at the University
of Michigan.
CELCIS conversation circle—2 to 3 p.m. in the fourth-floor reception area of Ellsworth Hall,
hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join students
learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to the
public.

Thursday, March 29


CELCIS conversation circle (women only)—2 to 3 p.m. in the Bernhard Center Bronco Global
Lounge, hosted by the Center for English Language and Culture for International Students. Join
students learning English in relaxed conversation about local and social topics. Free and open to
the public.

For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

Annual Food Marketing Conference to draw
hundreds to Grand Rapids
CONTACT: CINDY WAGNER
FEBRUARY 26, 2018 | WMU NEWS

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Western Michigan University's acclaimed Food Marketing Conference
is set for Monday and Tuesday, March 19-20, and is expected to draw up to 800 industry
executives to DeVos Place in Grand Rapids.
The two-day conference will feature presentations on current trends in the food and consumer
package goods industries and will explore this year's conference theme, "Retail Reinvention:
Making the Customer Hero." Registration is ongoing at foodmarketingconference.com.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

A previous conference session

Four keynote presentations will be offered:







The conference keynote address will feature Fred Morganthall, an industry statesman with a 31year career in the food and consumer package goods industry. He will provide a perspective on
the challenges facing the retailing industry. Morganthall retired in 2017 as an executive vice
president of retail operations at Kroger Co.
Kevin Coupe, founder of Morningnewsbeat.com, will discuss the challenges facing retailers and
suppliers in 2018 in a talk titled "Retail Reinvention: The Innovation Imperative."
Retired Army Gen. Ann Dunwoody will speak on "A Higher Standard: Leadership Lessons from
America's First Female Four-Star General." Her presentation is sponsored by the Network of
Executive Women.
John Phillips, PepsiCo senior vice president of customer supply chain and global go-to-market,
will discuss "Retail Reinvention: Bits and Bytes That Will Disrupt Your Supply Chain." This
presentation earned the best presentation of the year by Supply Chain Digest.

The executive forum, a conference favorite, will be moderated by Michael Sansolo, retail food
industry consultant, speaker and expert, and feature executives from IRI Global, Meijer, Nestle
Waters, Wakefern Food and Walmart.com/Jet.com.
Additional conference sessions will cover a multitude of topics, from the future of brick-andmortar shopping and the millennial impact on the industry to cybersecurity, analytics and
industry trends. A full line-up is available on the conference website.

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE
Now in its 53rd year, the WMU Food Marketing Conference brings leading industry experts
from around the country to West Michigan to share the latest developments in the industry. The
conference is a nonprofit event supporting scholarships and programs that provide unique
educational experiences for WMU food marketing students.
For more information about the event, visit foodmarketingconference.com or call the
conference hotline at (269) 387-2132.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

University summit to focus on student
success issues
CONTACT: JEANNE BARON
FEBRUARY 27, 2018 | WMU NEWS

Register by March 5 for the Student Success Summit.

KALAMAZOO, Mich—An afternoon of innovation, collaboration and inspiration has been
planned for Western Michigan University's spring 2018 Student Success Summit, to be held
from noon to 4:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 7, in the Bernhard Center's South Ballroom.
Those planning to attend the semiannual event are required to register by Monday, March 5,
at wmich.edu/changeresearch/broncosfirst/student-success-summit. Attendees will be able to

network and participate in facilitated discussions with the goal of moving toward increasing
student success and retention in a collaborative way.
This semester's summit is based on the theme Success & You @ WMU. It will mark the campus
launch of activities supporting fall implementation of the University's Success @ WMU
Transformational Initiative, one of two newly funded efforts that are designed to build a stronger
sense of belonging and community among all WMU students.

SCHEDULE OF SUMMIT ACTIVITIES
The summit will feature opening remarks by Dr. Susan Stapleton, WMU interim provost, and
closing remarks by Dr. Edward Montgomery, WMU president.
In addition, a panel of national experts will discuss such topics as academic engagement, peer
mentoring, black male student retention and mental health. Panel members also will facilitate
interest-based discussion groups.
On the panel will be:





Dr. Betsy Barefoot, a senior fellow at the Gardner Institute for Excellence in Undergraduate
Education.
Phaedra White Abbot, director of the Discovery Scholars Program at the University of Texas at
Austin.
Dr. Robert Simmons III, president of the Service Year Alliance and formerly vice president of
strategy and innovation for the Campaign for Black Male Achievement.
Dr. Margaret Price, program director and associate professor of disability studies and English at
Ohio State University.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
The spring summit is free and includes lunch. It is being hosted by Success @ WMU as well as
Broncos FIRST, which is a grant administered by the Center for Research on Instructional
Change in Postsecondary Education.
For more summit information, visit wmich.edu/changeresearch/broncosfirst. Direct questions to
the Broncos FIRST team at cricpe-broncosfirst@wmich.edu or at (269) 387-1707.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

Travel the world without leaving Michigan at
29th annual International Festival
CONTACT: KOREY FORCE
FEBRUARY 28, 2018 | WMU NEWS

The International Festival features music, performances, and fashion from all around the world. International
students often receive help from family and community members who are also excited to showcase traditional
clothing from their home countries.

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—The music, dance, food and fashions of nearly two dozen cultures will
be showcased during Western Michigan University's 29th annual International Festival from 4 to
8 p.m. Sunday, March 25, on the second floor of the Bernhard Center. This year, the
International Festival will include a food drive for the Invisible Need Project.
A popular event since 1989, the festival features cultural display tables, performances and a
fashion show presenting apparel from students' home countries. Admission is free, and for a
nominal fee, attendees may sample traditional cuisine from around the world prepared by
international students in campus kitchens under the supervision of WMU Dining Services
employees.
For the first time, the International Festival will feature a food drive for the Invisible Need
Project Food Pantry. Each non-perishable food item will enter attendees into a drawing to win
prizes from around campus.
"A common misconception about international students is that they do not suffer from economic
hardships when, in reality, they often deal with the same financial constraints as domestic
students. Unexpected financial difficulties can arise in any family from any country. In fact, over
20 percent of the students that access the Invisible Need Project Food Pantry are international,"
says Dr. Paulo Zagalo-Melo, associate provost of the Haenicke Institute for Global Education.
"We are excited to include a food drive in this year's festival because it gives us a chance to give
back to this initiative that helps so many of our students, domestic and international."
The International Festival annually attracts around 7,000 students and community members.
With this opportunity to see the world, participants gain knowledge and appreciation for the
diversity of cultures active on campus and in the community.

FESTIVAL HOSTS AND SPONSORS FOR 2018

The Japan Club receives participation from Japanese exchange students as well as domestic students interested
in Japanese language and culture.

The University enrolls more than 1,800 international students from 96 countries and has many
international student groups.
The groups hosting this year's event are:






Afghan Student Organization
Alliance of Filipino-American Students
Arab Student Association
Asian Pacific American Student Association and Korean Student Association
Association of Chinese Students and Scholars



The Dominican Republic Student Association represents WMU.

Dominican Student Organization











Fulbright Student Organization
German Club
Indian Student Association
Indonesian Student Association
Iraqi Student Union
Latino Student Alliance
Malaysian Students Association
Omani Student Association
Pakistani Student Association
Russian Club




Saudi Students Association
WMU Japan Club

WMU's International Festival is organized by the Haenicke Institute for Global Education's
International Student Activities office and is co-sponsored by the University Cultural Events
Committee and Western Student Association. For more information or to volunteer to assist with
the event, visit wmich.edu/internationalactivities/international-festival-food-drive.

THE INVISIBLE NEED PROJECT
The Invisible Need Project is a multifaceted initiative to strengthen the culture of giving at
WMU by serving students with unmet needs. The project encourages everyone in the campus
community to come together to aid students in need. The WMU Food Pantry is just one way that
students, faculty and staff can join the effort. Collection sites are located in most campus
buildings with the centralized pantry location in the student affairs area of the Faunce Student
Services Building. Students are able to "shop" the pantry, open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., as often as
every two weeks.
Community members looking to make a food donation can email dosa-inp@wmich.edu to set up
a drop-off.
For directions to campus or a WMU parking map, visit wmich.edu/maps/print.
For more WMU news, arts and events, visit wmich.edu/news.

ASSOCIATE PROVOST OF THE HAENICKE INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL
EDUCATION SPEAKS AT EURASIA HIGHER EDUCATION SUMMIT

February 28, 2018
KALAMAZOO, Mich.— Western Michigan University was represented by Paulo ZagaloMelo, the associate provost of the Haenicke Institute for Global Education, at the
EURIE, Eurasia Higher Education Summit in Istanbul, Turkey. The conference ran from
Feb. 14 to Feb. 16, and connects higher education institutions from all over the world
who value internationalization with the Eurasian region in an effort to share knowledge
and resources.

Zagalo-Melo spoke at EURIE on "Internationalization of Curriculum: Institutional Level."
Keynote Speaker at the event was President and Vice-Chancellor at the University of
Waterloo, Feridun Hamdullahpur. Read more.

